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reflexions upon the ſtate of Ireland, 


which at that time appeared to me 


4 very little known, or very ill Ander- 


ſtood in the public of this county. 


Upon the firſt intimation of the 
Project of a LEGISLATIVE UNtoN, 4 


pauſed upon this deſign, the utility of 
which became in a conſiderable degree 


| ſuperſeded by it; and 1 turned my at- 
tention in ſlence to the progreſs and 
ſucceſs of that great meaſure, to which 
it was impoſſible not to foreſee ſome of 
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Asour the middle of lat 5 
year, I had prepared for the preſs "if 
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"the principal obſtacles and motives of 
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oppoſition. But it is but very lately | 
that I perceived any advantage in a 
public diſcuſſiot of them, in the parti- 


cular licht in which they preſented | 
: themſelves to my view. The peculiar 
. manner in which the offer of Union on 
the > parte? Great Britain hag b been received 
by the Houſe bf Commons in Ireland, 
- agg the delicacy that conſpantly occurs in 
a freg examination of the ſubject upon 
this ſide of the water, have determined 


me to make public the following Con- 


* "= 
fiderationg. The truth of ther, I flat- 


ter myſelf, will be felt where it is moſt 


uſeful: though, perhaps, under the 
preſent circumſtances, it could not ſo < 
properly or ſo ſtrongly be infied upon 

in any public or reſponſible quarter, as 


from the calm 1. Privacy of the 


| | 125 * 


a peculiar mixtur 


5 * 
* 4 2 | | | # 


W ſubſeR of 4 preſent Confideh- 
Hons, was firſt whiſpered in the wAhd, it 
{c-med to ſtrike upon the minds of men with 
re of anxiety and delight, 
till it ſubſided for a time in a gracg _ 
and aftoniſhqnent. 8 EI * 
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But this Gruagion of the public ſentiment 


did not Ariſe, as I apprehendfifrom the novelty 
or the magnitiide of the meaſure, nor from 


HEN the great queſtion, which is 


# 


any preſumption of a juſt oppoſition or ra- 


tional diflike on the part of Ireland, to ſo 
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Wl; happy and fo glorious a termination as it held 
_ out to her crimes, her ſufferings, and her 
5 * . 

0 dangers. * 
4 En ; 1 * 15 | 
* The conſtant and earneſt declarations of 
. | : the moſt oſtenſible perſons ! in that kingdom, : 
1 of the perſons higheſt in ſituation and higheſt 


in popularity, entirely forbade and excluded 
that apprehenſion. They nad loudly and 
* repeatedly announced, That things could 
nat remain upon their preſent eſtabliſhment; 
that oommercial jealouſy was rouſed ; that 
it would increaſe with two independent Le- : 
1 giſlatures; that the ſeeds of ſeparation were 
i ſown in the final ſettlement of 1782 ; that 
| ſeparation of intereſt would bring on ſeparation 
of Connex1on.” The public opinion had 
| kept i in even tenor with the warnings gf Iriſn 
ſtateſmen, and the ſenſe of practical evils, 
the dreadful courſe and career of calamities 


0 Which every poſt divulfed, and which ad- 
1 vanced and expanded with progreſſive force 5 


7 ES, nd 


1 


and ſwiftneſs, till they bore off happineſs, and 
peace, and virtue, from that devGted land, had 
prepared the public for any meaſure of vigour 
and authority, as they had legitimated every 


act of vigilance and power. 


0 * 
Still leßs could the nggelty, of the bent 


* 
= 


have excited fürprize. It had been ſpecifi- 
cally recommehded, in tiges comparatively 
fortunate, by the ableſt ſtateſmen, and poli- 
tical authorities, upon bath ſides of the 
water: and in one period of her hiſtory it 
bad been ſolicited by Ireland herſelf. But it 
was the peculiar character and quality of the 
remedy, compared with the exceſs and viru- 
lence of the evil; it was the novelty, not of 
the thing, bit of the circumſtances to which 
it wag, adapted, and the greatneſs, not of the 


meaſure, but of the mind which dictated 


5 it, that created ſuſpence and altoniſhment, 
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That the local miſgovernment or misfor- * 
. tunes of Ireland, ſhould » inſtead of forfei- 
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tures and penalties, be made to operate to 
her advantage and glory; that inſtead of a 
„ perpetual military government, and a trem- 


3 bling dependence upon the crown of England 
At ; 10 4a 1 and ane exiſtence, the 
„ take its ſeat in, this kt of \ 3 empire, | 
. and mix and blend With the” general repre- 


Pr ſentation 1 that the Catholionſhould be in- 
* vited to a gradual participation of civil and 
-political equalitygy a and his in the midſt of 

the crimeb of one and the weakneſs of tho 

: other, 'was juſtly entitled admiration and ap. 

- plauſe—but*that which 0 filled 

and delighggd che mind of every good and 

*  honorakle perſon, was the dignified and con- 
« ſcious purity cf the policy of Great Britain, 


| oppoſed to, the perfidigus practice and im- 
þ bn morality of her enemies. After ſo many years 
r War, in which they had reſpet d no 
| right, no law, nor principle | of humanity ; _ in 


[ y 
| which the repoſe and virtues, the gpjoyments 
[ = and emlearments of ſocial life were the ob- 
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jects of hoſtility, a and weck but a new ah 
advanced point of attack: in Mich ſhe had 
| ſeen e e expoſed to every artifice of 
cool and cruel malignity ; debauched, miſled, 
perverted ; diſciplined ky revolts, and funi- 
liarized with maſſacres; after ſhe hadſeen 
her ſtate, during ſeven yeats, | affailed and 
mined by force and fraud and the 3 
Europe overthröwn by violegge and treache — 
What was the meMfure of her retgliation » 5 1 
revenge? What was Wer arpltion, and where © 

did ſhe ſeek her relative 1 
She turned ber eyes not to conqueſts and 

_ equivalents, but to internal improvement, to : 
Hs diſcovery and ad aricement & her own © jo? ib 
means and reſources, to the ameliordtion 1 
* own condition, to thg,unity and confoli- 


dation of her own ſtrength, to her own de- 
erg proſperity, and power. In the, midſt | 
of, warfe ſhe cultivate® tie arts of pete; * 
the repaired her own errors, recalled her 
People fromgſedIaions, and "os her dic. 
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Ant provinces Under a nearer influence and 

1 inſpection; ; he extended her arms to every 
part of her Lominfons, and preſſed her ex- 


5 tremeſt dependencies to her boſonn, while ſhe 
1 5 oigh the r hole together in one com- 
| | - prefing c chain, one common bond of intereſt, 
# 5 _— , 21 Fen 


SS - VBehold her ec airaline! en this 
n Mgmentation 0 her power and greatneſs! 8 
examine Per Palio. probe beg ambition ta. 
the quick mark if ſhe writhes or ſhrinks, 
if chere be any tumour, or any ſgulneſs theys! 
| Whilesth# pretended deliverers of mankind 
oy prolong their polluted reign, , and found their 
Aiſaſttous hopes in the wounds and corrup- 
tions of humanity, in the diſcaſe and les 
Rion of * itſelf 0 

| i . ik old 1 their EN 7 
from this object of honeſt exultation; and 
had turned their thought td thggeritical and 
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diſpaſſionate iif-ation of che ſubject itfelf, 


Ca 


4 
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it ſeemed that the; great meaſurb of an incor- 


porate Union between tk tag 
naturally reÞÞlvedyitſelf, on the fra aſpect ins 
theſe important queſtions, aby the n 
of which, its fate would be deci 
«© Whether the Parliamgnts [I s 
and Ireland were epmpeggot to treat for tit 
conſtituents?” and *Fwhether the treaty pro- 


countries had 


regt 5 Nan 


pole were benefigl to the dente ing par- 


ties 
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Ws 
But it it appears o hayg bees Veonſiderè d „ 
db che Houſe: of Commons in Beland in 
Yu and a very different point of view 
beſides- that of it's utility, ande 
own competengy : and right to decide it, In 
: that aſſembly, it did not lie betpygen ae ad- 
; ger and relative intereſts of the two hun- 
tries in che Union, ve Een f. von ts 
be acknowledge ug, it was ſyppo 
contain domething. bungili@ing to the guide 4 
La ke at Ireland. It was not confidexed 
nja which Englang deſigned, but 
*_C 


1 


* 


* 


— - 


* 

K 1 5 2 
— 4 — — 2 „ = * 9m, = — 1 8 br ” LC. " <>. - 
——-_ —— = — — — — — — * — a 2 „ 

a yi - = 7 > _ p 
4 - — 2 ys — I 2 < 
2 £0 "x - 2 
N - — D 5 r 
. 5 I'S 4 S \ - > + + * _— 
— Ad — 


— ä —[— — 2 
i — We > 


— — 
_ = 


— x NG CB ae 8 2 * 
.. — ˙mu:m'npnp , 
= 


W 


— — —ͤ . ˙ — 


RD — — ů — ———— — 


„5% ͤ . 1 
— — — 


© —— — 
— — 


<4, ow. 2 > - =» 


f * 


653 0 10) A 

all llult which ſhe offered | to a great and 
independenk Ration. Wit that feeling the 
| Houſe very Rural refuſed to entertain 
* Wfora moment. With a juſt ard becoming 
pit they tejetedy the diſcuſſion at once; 

h by a meafure fo precipitate and un- 
pſual,, they Roybileg: incurred ſome impu- 
„ falon of diſreſpectato the Erown, and wy 
* Ingratitade to the "a 3 * 
ſt 1 1 . | HY 5 
I. It is neveſſing t "Oe poli ſhould "OG 
18 dealt Ti. Atinctiy underſtood; and necef- 
LY — to ueertain whether the foglith's of the 

"of Bimons web a$%j uſt rj 
; ba "00 ther : e unddubtedly N while they 
* were Svend by them. For it would be 
ungsberous to ſuſpect of that Aſſembly, that 
Aicy wald have rejocted with fcornf# and 
geduld to giſculs altggeth®. a great national 
sabi recomiiended by their ſevelei gn, 
 _ they had thought it ön the ns han 
to imply ee and Gegradgzion to the 
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1 my 
nation they repreſent, and on the other to 
be ſo evidently advantageous to is, in an inte- 
reſted point of view, ab to expoſe the people 
to the temptatiqg and dan ee overlookipg 3 
the affront in the utility ↄfathe offer. Upon 5 
any other ſuppoſition it is impòſſible gp ac- ' 
count for ſo wide a depri. ä rom the 
eſtabliſhed rules: and practice of a dehpe- 
rating Agembly as the moving 2 previous 
queſtion apa a meſſage from the thrane, 
and ſhutting the cut in imine upon 4 
4 ſubject of the very higheſtgmiſnent that 
Ever came before them. | © or to take it the 
other way: ifs the offer was ſugpolgg to 
be diſadvantggeous to Ireland, gr ungopuler « 
to a great extent in the coypy).gptb<en ” 
» Would have come certainly 9 be rected 
upon diſcloſure and diſcuſſion And ghgt, With 
the double inffng and ſtigma gelerved Botk 5 
| bythoaffron and theanſſtry z and the bo wc . EW 
of Commons df Ireland could have bag no 
motive tg depffyipg the Fritiſh miniſter of 
eib ofafforgificayon that apraited him. 
C 22 # . Wh 
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t 3 
. chat manner the ſame Aflembly had 
acted i in 1785 upon the ockaſion of the com- 
mercial propaſſitions. | They faid that Eng- 
* land ſold them commerce fon conſfitution, and 
bartered ber trade ot their independence. This 
meaſure, therefore, after full and long debates, 
and myjnuge Fivgſtizazioh and publicity, they 
reſuſed with = | the*gonfuſion and dif- 
appointment of its Projector. But upon the 
pfeſeqt propoſition they were not ſo ſure * 
12 the ſenſe and high ſpirit of che public. They 
were feafol leſt the henefits propoſed by the 
union ſhould: exti uiſh«all ſenſe # the afs 
from, und they wiſely And®honeſtlySwith® , 
* held the temptation from the pgople.—T « can- . 
not bu#apſiſgud the ſpirit and prudence of the . 
Houſe as oge who would never expoſe the _ 
Pe 16 00 5 opt a danges as temptatioff: as 
On who Would not ut it in their power to 
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1. decile amiſs, nor Eofhiply with themfif — 


% did af one who thinks ay © iouſneſs R 
* Feen warde thei n and mi- 
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> 613) 5 
taken will, 2 Pecies of the very worſt cowwardice 
and treaſon and the will of tho people no 
excuſe for the compliance ofa government 
in any diſaſtrous- or diſhonourable, or dan- 
. meaſure. e 4 
| * * 
But while 1 en the .ciduge of the, 
Iriſh-Houſe of Commons under the impteſ- 
ſions which governed them, I Entertain, very | 
conſiderable doubtawhether thoſe imprgſſions . 
were e- Ng andejuſt; and I think it very 
important to afcertain gat point, becauſe it 
k is from that alone, that it is | poſſible to com- 
: a | Hine & foreſee the ſite oft the propaſil. 1 If 


4 


. theſe imprefli ions were founded in rights reaſon, 
, there is no dgubt but that that Aſſembly 
will perſeyere in che couns they, have taken; 
pee ir they wergathe- openly effacts of 
| Warmeh and national gritability, 38 mates _ 
pect from their god ſenſe and their virtue, ſu 
Sort T6 Vin at leaſt admit the . 
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cuſſion, and "_ the public ſer Entiment with 


an 


11 em to me e 0 . that forme 


of the prejudices which exiſt in Ireland againſt 


che incorporation, are real and honeſt preju- 


dices; apdahat we may have contributed to 


nate them ourſelves by fatal gifts, and flatter- 
ing appellatiguis. W hoever has attended to the 


| courſe of public affairs, and public opinion, 

muſt he ve. found occaſiongto remark the in- 
| fluence of a word or 2 phraſe upon the minds 
of men ; and if we had from rpfaken ten- 
degnk ſa to Ireland permitted lofty or endes. 


ing ſounds to charm her ear from the true . 


knowledgy,pf her | ſtate, we ſhould doubtleſs 
partake whatever bla: EC were due to the dell 

ion. If we bad grantgg. independence to 
dhe moſt grretched, zill-governed, agg. de- 
1 colony upon the ſurface of the glabe ; 
if wwe had dignified with tht name v Siſter- 


bit m 2 . of Engliſh who had“ 
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E 
neither ſubdued nor Nane the country wes. 
inhabited: nor womby arms, nor taſted hy wiſ- 

dom and generoſity the barbarous natives of 
| the ſoil; ſhould we be totally cempt from the 
folly or the fault of the planter whoſe ideas 
we had bewildered and confuſed? Tt i Is impoſ- 
ſible, without pity for the human mind, to 
conſider ae abuſe of words and the miſchiefs i 
that refit from it. F rom this Ferverſion and 
. uncertainty, ſometimes weak, and ſometimes 
malicious, flow ag from their ſource thoſe 
horrors which apptar more glaring from their 
folly: and cimes, hett werd and moſt atro—- 
Sous character is their mixture of abfficgity „ 
and guilt. While we have lay hed" theſe * „ 
feducing name upon our colony, and oothed 
Fer; into tie fond belief ofaim perial greatneſs 
and equality, vhgt are the kind and grateful 
epithgts, what the fond and endearing fan- 
„diſhments ſhe pays us in return? The Siſtem 
kg dom calls us Foreigners,” -and "4 ir 
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ers and Connexion | But dye deſcive no better 
for we, began the folly, and are the firſt de- 7 
ceivers, Foreigners and Connexion | Are we ,, 
not their paggiit re they not oup own 
blood? Are they ngt governeqh by our laws ? 
Are they not defended by our ſword ?, Are 
they not .majntainedgjn their power, in their 
religion, in their conſtitut on, in their lands, 
by the protecting arm and n lane 
of England? e _ 


4 


To ſuch an extent of 1 2 does this 
fatal ambiguity. or Herverſion of terms pre- 
vail in whatever regards this, deluded colony, 
that it; IS become impoſſible (unleſs we are | 
merely ſpegkiog geograp a to know what g 
is meant by the word Ireland iklelfe, We haves 
oecaſion ſor explanation or Ffinitions 3 at every 
tur Semetimes it is „2 heh wajority of 
| de people, ſometimes it ische ſettler; now it 
10 t the great population of the natives in arms, 
| and nder the ingependent colony trembling ; at 
its diſparity, 'E Bere ch th or preſeptaghye « of a 
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handful ofiproteſtants; 3 there the directory 
and the catholic republic. Out of this con- 
fluſion it is indiſpenſible to ee ſame order, 
and 30 be able to hey and expreſs our 
meaning in Mind and poſitive language. 1 


am unwilling to give offence any hang and 


am far from intending it; but Ido not expect 5 
and 0 fores\withs 


Co pin bes logg 
cut ging pain; if I could, ;*the gangrene 


but . e 7 =_ 


7 % 


* * 


. is painful, — to withdraw N 


eye from theſe ambitious, dreams of federal | 


_ crawns. and independent ſnates, to ſen 

Hough the, i ivory pol 
images of® power and — and — 
the bloody and d iGufling mirror of realities. 


But is it my fault if the Baitich + las in 
Ireland cannot read its ſtate, or recolle& 8 


by origing.or perceive itl dangers? Ap 1 1 3 


blame, If it eng, on wi brink of ruin. or for 
grakdniog it. #; „ G. a 
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has taken place, and there is no remedy 
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Would God we dived” I times when 
we might ſlumber on, in delightful or tran- 
qui viſiqps, hen we might rock ourſelves 
to reſt with infſ®centſatteries' and delußons. 
« We have been rouſgd with 4lmi#hty peal, 
'*- and have armed by the flaſhes of contiguous 
conflagrationgy, But af we cannot, ſee the 


avenging power that overyns our pittes, and 


the trident that ſhakes our foundatidks, we 


ſhall neither fave. our religion, og our pa” 


rents, nor ound children; ; and Scchange at 


* beſt « our r deſtiny for an ungrofitable ad in- 
v bw . * 
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Tp hiſtory of the Iriſh nadie begins n 
the e conqueſt of  Irand. All gfbat precefifes 
is fact or doubtfub, obſcure or utterly un- 
known, 4 proverbial Able, forged, to inſult 
the ſenſe and gutrage the ggedulity of man- 
kd. All uſeful knowledge of it is coeval 
with Bali conflexion., It is type th 
connexion was pirenzage wit with the cdlony. and 
Set with, tee natives. Hence followed , 
| N ” % a double —_ 
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with equal juſtice; for conqueſt brings duties 
With ait as well as collſizatioM. | We owed 
pr otetio arMEncouragſhnent to our _ * 


but inſtruction and the gradual amelior 
* 


3 


a double duty, of whichyit is to be for ever 
lamented that we have got acquitted ourſelves 


8 the ns afſer Henry the ſecond aca, 
cepted "the" perjurable fealty ofoIreland, and 
receive the whgle iſland into homage as a 


fief of his Mn, was the pious policy of the 1 : 
time. The cilaverſion of her barbarous 
hordes togchriſtianity, * the reſtrieklon a 


and#Beys, v were the benefits that great Fince * 


2 | _. 


0 . 5 


4 


. in 


of his condition to the yativg. 


— 


E 7 PP the Triſh. If in ſucceſs, 

five periods the prog ef dean has. 
fot kept pace with the advaneemeRit of the 

parent GSuntry, & thmk it mare eſpecially 80 
be attributed to the gent impolicyof Hgnty 
ie Einen at the reformation, when the feuds * 
of religious difference * ſu * to 
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3 60 20) 
the inextinguiſhable quarrel, pd rendered the 
ſtate os the conquer and the ſettler more 
| hoſtile ang rancorgus than in the moment of % 
uſurpation. If he ſoueigns betwe: him and 
le with 


in neglecting the civilization or in- 


corporation ak, the nahves, the colony itſelf * 
from That time is to be acq;ſed of that erclus 
ſtve and un generous policy which haagepreſſed | 
and degraded the human chaggtter ugglFin the 
form of the e native, Lith; — iBEogland, 1 » 

to be condemned, as ſhe juſtly may be, it is 


her crimina . indilgence to her colony, 


* 


as 


* his = — juſtly charge 


89 


a 5 and der inaQvigg and inattention to the: 
be, h, were en to 5 7 protec- 
| * 5. * 323 2 7 
5 2 
Bos its . Ge WEAR that the 


wn of England mould haue omitted to ac 
camgpfiſhomttempt the incorporation oſ Ireland 

before ; at the peried. of the reformation; ® 
> Net by dhat event it becaghs in a gteat 
„ ere 
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meaſure im poſſible for the Britiſh colony itlelk⸗ 


to effect any thing favorgþle to the native, « or 


to work with inceriiy for his i improvement, 
and thgadyancement of his conffition. They 


at T wider digance; new barriers - 
had ſprung up between t iem; and while 
* the ſee of Rome, whichhad granted Ireland 
1 tas pious prince, never ceaſed to cont: it 
Wo. with his Heretic ſucceſſors, the colony had 
= new dangags to en again or new inju- 
« n * „ 2 
Ja am — preparing 4 he 1 the Ros 
of theſe natural and religious digenſions, f 80 
 kgible m Bey worſt pages of our hiſtory, Gti it 
iʒs an object of the greateſt conſgzuen ce to con- 
ſider it with unbiaſſeg aſzeation, in offler to » 
AMermige this important dueſtiomwwith fidelity 
1d precfſton,$* Whether it be poſſible fog * 
the Britiſh colony to ameliorate te coligh ' 
"Von of the natives? James the firhgſeems, " 
0 of our Primi, to be entiffed to commen- wt 
ONES” " of dan 
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dation for his ſelutary efforts i in that amiable 
work, but the Uberality of ſucceeding times 


has ben conſtantly overpowered and Wn * 


5 = Bd the obſtacſts I he "_ . Us | 


s 18 . matter very little to our * 

# Dh ongur in any poffit of view, that after 

| a period of fix hundfed years ſo little 
progreſs koch have been Made | in ® ” 
the conciliation of the minds the lrich, 1 
in the amelioratibm of their condition. * 
.their fu fuſion and integmixture with the colony, & 


N cannot be without our own fault and re- 
prgach, that we have not re +, — 
in their favour, ang compelled' our plantation 
i o a morg ju Fa enlightened poliey with 5 
regard to them; d che accumulated ran- 


cour of®fo MnMecnturics/tho burſ®: at R 
2 * ' Bpon, their heads, will be a Mac caution 


heMonquerors How long they retait 
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It ig the practice of our enemies to reproach 
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74 — ge” o 


this country ith every gl; and every — 
+ that. hgs ever. befallen Ireland. But if ever 


their agCulations had begp juſt / or they had 
ſought for any truth or any argument to ſup- 
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port them, they would have reproach f 
for our long delay, protraction and omiſſion, 
B of this very meaſurg of union which we are 
1 now accyſed by ſome of our coloniſts of 
: preſenting premature and u Mimely to their 
R independent parliament ; 156 our cruel in- 


* difference to the inſtruction and well. being of 


11 and our obſeqfſous tenderneſs to ch 2 


» ſettler ; it is tha he final ſerrlggent” of 15 
kad has bet deferred through f ſo many teig 
that we are 79W attempting they v which ought,, 
to have been ane HAY ry prince, at leaſt 
lie the reforma yon. It 3 have not 
incorporgted; that + we Fave not done our duty WW , | A 
by the ſubjects we acquired; thatihve le 9 ö i 
| fffered them to preſerve the memory an 1 
. wron 805 ind to remaſ# in a late of 


* #* igno- 
2 0 


Ca) . 
dation for his blu efforts in that amiable 
Work, but the liberaſity of ſacceeding times 
has bem conſtantly overpowered and duſeated hy 
* the obſtackt: Ihe related. * * 
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8 18 certainly a matter very little to our * 
honour in any potfit of view, that after 
2 period of ſix hundted years ſo nale 

progreſs hoyſp have been ade in. ® g 
the conciliation of the minds che 1 

in the amelioratibm of their condition, oh Ar of 
their fu fuſion and integmixture w with the colony. 4 


cannot be without our own fault and re- 


prac, that we have not efBluanginterfered | 
in their favour, and compelled' our plantation 

40 a org julk Fa enlightened poliey with =. 
regard to them d che accumulated ran- 


cour of ſo Min eenturies, 0 burſk at R 
» V Yon , {pps will be a Math caution . 


tos chers conquerors. how long they retail A 
theſe Hious diſtifictions, and defer the com- 3 
oe union Kid F. DN . of Weir £ 
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1 ig the practice of our enemies to reproach 


* that hes ever befallen Ireland. But I ever 


_ fought for Any truth or any argument to ſup- 


for our long delay, prota 


=. of this very meaſurg of union which we are 


e premature and untimely to their 
Z independent parliament; ; iris our cruel in- 


- 


* ſettler; it is thalfihe « final fettlygent” of 15 
and] has been deferred through ſo many reigps; ; 


ſill the reformation. It * have not 


by che ſubjects we agquired ; thatliie e 
ſuffered them to preſerve the memorgge + an 
right, wron and to — in a 1 90 


this country Win every gil and every accident 
their accuſations had bemn juſt or they had 


port them, they would habe reproachec; us 


tion and omiſſion, 


+ , now accyfed by ſome of our eoloniſts of 


difference to the inſtruction and well. being of 
„ and our obſedulous tenderneſs to ch : 


chat we are now attempting th which ought,,. 
to have been perfecteq h age ry prince, at leaſt 
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ignorance, rugeneſs and barbariſm, wrkk i in 

its effects, and ol regdegrading 1 in its nature, 
than that in which our fathers fourth them * * 

ſix centuries before®# 85 8 ” Ma 

8 „ 8 

A we look to any part of the continent * 

which has been coiquered, inherited « or ac- 
_ quired by any other ſtate, we ſhall not find 
the ſame impghcy, and I muſt add the ſamne 
cruelty as our own ; for though 1 will never 
Ale meaſures of violence | F 
Wn 1 have nq ſcruple to ſay that there . 
Ji | I no violence more cruel N. neglot, and + | 
A oO, no injuſties qual to the co W2ouance of | 
el dund. Not that the mea- 
* ſures we har " purſucd 3 in Ireland have been | 
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vindicate or ad 


” the miſeries . 


always free fro 1 Ne violence and erceſſſß 
5 uw CromwelFand Willidh 4 Third m 


1 t n th lliotis native, 
4 K o 4 rggghiati ions upgn e rebellious native, 
| +4: 


exacted grie vous forfeitures and confiſ- 1 
'F — cations. If e were repre ched for bel 
. d ds gf theitg by the catholic and the at- n 
1 ** %g ** | 


EF 


1 
tainted only, I would not complain of our 
acciſer, 1 would aſk along if a century 
of kindneſs cannot effage our fathers ſeve- 
fs ritF But when the grantees of Cromwell 
and thecking, when he children of their | 


ſoldiers, and the heirs oft their rapacity re- 
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” proach us with their own gains, when they 3 $ 
accuſe us of their own « crime, Ss array the 4 

ſpoil and plunder they have ſeized, amongſt 5 

the articles of our impelſhment, I know | 

pot, I confeſs, with what temper to an- 1 

- * Yy them, whether Wich ſcorn or argu- 1 
ment: nor whether their grolg abſurdity No- 1 
8 ea: from { th confuſion of their own un- F 


of popular exaggezation, ſtill * * their 
crime of omiſſion was greater t their i 
Was of aummiſſion, and their dene 3 1 

E . a not 


1 26 ) 
not uniting Ireland worſe than their cruelty 
of confiſcation. „Cromwell, it is well known, 
would have united Holland, ſo that the 
policy could not have been unknown to Aim 5 
and William had that occaſion and opportunity 
which have recurngd after an hundred years, 
with *the ſane crimes, and wickeder rebel- 
Hons, Another century has found the ſame 
feuds, the fame maſſacres, the ſame untamed 
ferocity, the faut unreclaimed barRarity i in 
the Iriſh n and it has fortunately, 
found the fame power and fortune of th y 
Brjgich arms fending their conqueſt, and 
maintaining their. colony. Whgg is the reſult 
of al this exMience, what the win we 
may leath-ih thiggar®adful ſchool? ? 


- 


Ram :y0 remain, and 
ee and 2 ap again ? ogy the axe 
he. 1waggous root wen we have lopp ed 


4 


* : Its 


N 
profit by the cruel lefſong, of adverſity, of 
perſevere i in this career of evils to new maſſa- 
creMand imperiſhable rebellions? Shall we 
perform 4 that which we condemn every ſove- 
reign and every adminiſtrggion for neglecting, 
or imitate their neglect in ſpite of our con- 


demnation, and in ſpite of the unutterable 
calamities that ſtream from ie? © 
That the native Triſh ſhould retain theic 
+4 oſtility, appears to me, I confeſs, under the 
| circumſtances 1 have {et down, more unwiſe 
than unnatural. That, ' remairfg i in the x 
almoſt eir Barbarous Wnceſtors, gtbey 
thoulT retain their paſſiogs, and commit their 
exceſſes ;—that they could remember inju- 
ries which have never Hen effaced, and make 
*ontinual chimmpon land 9a which they * 
have been Mpolleſſed by uſurpers who have 
extinguiſhed their erime by 18 behkefits, # 
no affimilation, no adoption — din they 
ſhould complain of non- feſident landlords, 
| and a — of leaſes between tue dywner and 
Buz2 * 
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„Ü i 2 
the tenant of the ſoil ;—that they ſhould 
repine at payin g taxes to a colony they hate, 
and tithes to a clergy they abhor—and finally, 
that ſore with real wrongs, and intoxicated 
with viſions of liberty; deceived by foreign 
gold, and the artifices of domeſtic treaſon, 
they ſhould be goaded or guided into rebel- 
lion] confeſs it appears to me both as natural 
and as imprudent as the empire of the paſſions 
uſually is found to be. But when I hear the 
colony itſelf complain of our yoke, | and gags 
cuſe us of oppreſſions when I hear the very 
perſons guilty of all theſe wrongs, or for 
whoſe ſake they have been p&petrated, im- 
| peath us of their own crimes, «a of our 
connivance, I pſſfÞteſt I am at a loſs whether 
to attribute it to the ſuppoſed confuſion of 
their idegs, orgto the perverſity of their heart. 
I have more indulgence for - 
_ conſifſiratolſy- than for the proteſtant com- 
plaint his principle is to be traced in the 
heart of man, and his motives lie deep in 
the very duture of his being. I know not 
1 . _ of 
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1 
of any a or danger that has reached 
or threatened England, where his conduct 
has not been uniform and dire. Has there 
been a diſputed title, a pretender to the 
crown, a pſeudo- prince, or a rebellion ? he 
has joined them all, as fo many occaſions to 
aſſert his right, and ſhake off the tyranny of 
England. He is the ally of Perkin War- 
| beck, and:of James the ſecond. From Henry | 
the ſeventh to the king's neſs, he has watched 
Y his opportunity of emancipation and revenge. 
It is now only that his conduct is become ab- 
ſurd, when England offers union, and a8 the 
conſequence of it, emancipationg,now that ſhe 
has at length adopted that liBeral and enlight- 
ened policy which will place him upon the ſame 
footing as her colony, and admit him to the 
full participation of the bleſſings of her i im- 
perial, free, and equal conſtitution. It is 
wiſer, indeed, to become a Britom than to 
nouriſh an eternal and unprofitable haſtility. 
It is wiſer to be admitted into the ſovereignty, 
than to make war upon i it. To unite, is wiſer 
than 
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chan to tear open early wounds, and perſevere 


in interminable 9 


But if he prefers the dictates of his vaſe 
find x if he is the dupe of prieſts, of foreign- 
ers, of political reformers, of parties and pro- 
miſers; if it requires ſtill other leſſons of 


calamity and freſh ablutions of blood to ef- 


face theſe revengeful hopes, and prepare a 


happier and more pious choice, I commiſerate 


his error, and feel indulgence for the power- 


ful movement of his ſoul; I cheriſh, too, rhe 
flattering hope that it is the laſt conteſt, 


and that. the, iſſue of it will effect this very 
union, the neceſſity of which it will eſtabliſh, 
though too late for his own happineſs and 
the preſent ſalvation of his country. 


R I, 


From this miſerable and preponderant part 
of Ireland, I turn to that portion of it de- 


ſcended from our own loins, and nouriſhed 


with our own blood and treaſure: to that por- 
Kio, hh is epthroped, upon the necks of the 
great 


5 
great population of the country, and upheld 
in its dangerous pre- eminence by the power 
of the parent ſtate ;—to that portion, our own 
: grantees and coloniſts who have forgotten 
their birth, and denied their name; who 
diſown the hand that enfeoffed them, and ill 
ouards their title ; which planted them on the 
ſoil, and maintains them there ; which gave 
them power, and now gives them impunity. 
I turn to that portion of Ireland which muſt 

ſtand or fall with us in ſpite of its dreams of 

independance, which is UNITED in ſpite of 
forms, and identified in defiance” of parch- 
ments; which if our arm be withdrawn but 
a moment, will be trampled into the ground 
it uſurps; and which thinks it an indignity to 
be < incorpotated into our te, and admitted 


We have read of a . the produce c of 
I know not what fabulous Iſland, the property 

of whoſe fruit it was to take away all memory 
a the native , all r regret 
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and 


. = 
and deſire of it. But though our colony ⁵ 
ſhould have fed on it to fullneſs, I think | = 
they might trace their origin in the hatred Ke 
and antipathy of the natives, in their on 

7 ſufferings and dangers. I think they might 
read i it in characters of their own blood, and by 
the light of their own conflagrations. 1 

think the ſavage who tortures their cattle, who 
cuts down their woods, who beſieges their 
houſes, who waylays their ſteward and their 
proctor, who aſſaſſinates their witneſſes and 
their magiſtrates; ; I think he tells them at 
every ſtep that they are Ex GLISH—T think 
the peaſant who brings his writ of right i in 


n 
r 
[> 


if arms again their property, tells them they are 
1 ExdLIsn—I think in every crime, and 
* every calamity, they are forbidden to forget | 
that they are ENGLISH. 


Had e our G been 8 and ſe- 
cure had it grown and flouriſhed under our 
ſhade till it were capable of empire and inde- 
pendance - could Mr. Foſter or Mr. Grattan 


4 


ä 


dell us that the natives are ſubdued by their 
re kindneſs, and delighted with their yoke; that 
s the whole country is united and incorporated 
20 within itſelf. Could they fay, we are in fact 
re independant of you and all the world—we 
are independant of all farther ſupport and 
LL aſſiſtance from you, we dread no rebellion, 
* we fear no army of avengers, we rule 1 in 

peace, we reſide upon our lands, where we 
« bleſs and inſtruct our faithful tenantry; we 
te watch their education, we diſpel their igno- | 
1 norance, we command their aftections by the 
rs benefits we confer—to your armed empire 

ewe have ſubſtituted the reign of gratitude; 
* our ſtateis adultand firm ; weexiſtby ourown 
e induſtry, by our own means and efforts, and 
ce requireno future aid or interference—whydo 
© you came to interrupt our tranquillity? to 
* break our repoſe, to diſturb our perfect 
* happineſs? have we invoked your aſſiſtance? 
have we called out to you ? have we con- 
* fefled any weakneſs or diſorder in our tate ? 
pe. have the natives revolted? are we invaded by 
| F | " foreign- 


33„„ 
* foreigners Had this been the caſe, and f 
could have heard a language like this, I have 


not ſo read the leſſon of America that 1 
fhould now be aſtoniſhed or affected by chem: * 
T have not fo ſtudied the hiſtory of ongrateful 
5 proſperity, that 1 ſhould now be ſurpriſed at 
the power of the example and the repetition 


of the crime. But that the ſtern rugged 


nurfe ſhould breathe the fame poifonous 
counſels as the painted bawd ; that whole- 
 fome Adverſity and flattering Succeſs ſhould 


give the ſame treacherous advice, I confeſs it 
confounds the very faculties and uſes of the 
mins, 


Had our Iriſh colony been as happy and 


proſperous as our American—had ſhe enjoyed 


the ſame good fortune, and become as ca- 
| pable of independence, I ftill do not ſee that 
with the experience of that event, it would 
have been wiſe and defirable for her to have 


travelled i in the fame ſteps ; and I think it very 
material to dwell a little upon: this obferva- 


tion, 
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ſhaken every ſtate and every form of govern» 
ment to its centre, and looſened the foun- 


dations of ſociety itſelf. Uphappy England! 
There was no Cordelia amon igſt all her daugh- 
ters; Regan turned her from the door to 
the rude pelting of the pitileſs ſtorm, and | 
| Gonerill denies ber hundred knights. 


298 \ ; 
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But it is not England that it is neceſſary to 
conſider ; ſhe has triumphed, hitherto, over all 
| her enemies and all her traitors, and over the 
worſt of all her thankleſs children. When 1 


look to America,! I diſtinguiſh the crime but not 


| its utility; I ſee every thing but the profit of 
ingratitude. Is ſhe happier, or greater, ſince 


ſhe ceaſed to be a part of Britain? Are her 


taxes lighter ? Is her commerce protected 
better? Is her government more reſpected gr 


ſecure? While ſhe belonged to England, 


— _£Z" TO — 
® 1 | * 


tien, becauſe there. can be no manner of 
doubt but that this ſingle act of national 
ingratitude, has proved the fignal of the diſ- 
ſolution of the civilized world, that it has 
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tated to her councils? What impoſitions did 


What diſfolutioff threatened her? Did the 


and the expectation of a better opportunity to 
dependent! ſhe enjoys the ſovereign rights and 
baſſadors; ſhe levies armies 1 ſhe prepares fleets, 


tages, he is a feeble ſtateſman indeed, who will 
not pardon a little ambition, and a little ingrati- 
tude.—Prove then that theſe are advantages. 
1 ſee her ambaſſadors inſulted or unheard, ex- 
| pelled « or ranſomed; 1 ſee taxes raiſed to -pay 
orces but they: are to contain het own revolts: 


(3 
what ſtrahger dared. oppreſs her? Who plun- 
dered her merchants, or inſulted her flag, or 
ſuborned her people? What Frenchman dic 


ſhe lay upon her land? What diſunion 


live or linger then by the care of a declining 
hand ? Did the frail tenure of an old man's 


life ſuſtain and compreſs her provinces to- 


gether | ? Did ſhe hold the empire not by her 


ſtrength, but the approach of her weakneſs, 


divide and diſmember her Oh, but ſhe is in- 
ſupreme arbitrement of empire; ſhe ſends am- 


and decides on peace and war. For theſe advan- 


; *u# 4” 


tw 


to defeat, not the armies, but the plots. of | 
foreigners. I ſee fleets, but ſhe dares not em- 
ploy them. I ſee taxes and arms, but neither 
war nor peace. I ſee treaties, but it is with 
; England, whom ſhe abandoned and abjured. 
1 ſee that tutelary alliance, that maternal 
flag, protect the commerce for Which 
America acrificel every moral duty, and fo 
many political advantages. 1 ſee this cruel 
parent, whom ſhe deſerted and betrayed, 
maintain her among the nations, and uphald 
her p 2 iſhable ſtate amidſt the factions that, 
fey upon her vitals. 


232 


America, however, had driven her ſavages 
behind her frontiers ; ſhe had conquered and 
repelled: the wild barbatian whom ſhe could 
not civilize, By the impolitie peace of 1763, 
we had delivered her from the neighbour- 
hood and hoſtility of France, and ſhe d- 
manded to be foris-familiated, like a proſ- 
perous child whoſe fortune has corrupted his 


heart. Has our ate in Ireland even this 
excuſe? 


* * 
* 


(38) 


excuſe ? Is there any thing in common 5 


tween the ſtate of theſe two colonies? In 


Ireland the native prowls unconquered and 


untamed, confined within no pale, and. forced 
behind no barrier France i is at her door ang 7 


in her chamber and while ſhe bellows ein- 


dependance,” ſhe is the prey of miſeries un- 
known and unheard of by the reſt of men 3 


of crimes, for which the names are unin- 


| vented, of which the knowWge muſt be 
buried in dark eternal ſilence, where no 


ſound is heard, nor eye may penetrate, | 


by diſguſt and horror, and guarded y the 


wounded dignity of humanity itſelf! 


America, as it appears to me, I own, was 


happy and reſpectable, was fortunate and ſe- 
cure, when ſhe began her crime, and affected 
Her independance too 


her independance. 


was real and elfe val. It was perfect i in all 
its parts; "the abjured / our crown as well as 
our legiſlature, and ſhe became a ſovereign 


by her ingratitude. Vet if 1 look at this 
C ſovereign 
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e 
ſovereign ſtate, and all her dangers and di- 
viſions—if I contemplate the peculiar evits 
of her conſtitution, admired 1 think y no none 
5 of the wiſe and provident, and commended | 
only by che ſpecMatiſt and the jacobin as 
exam ples of revolution agd impunity—if 1 
conſider her preſent ſtate, and the circum- 
ſtances upon which ſhe advances, J am 
: ſcarcely to be reftrained from affirming that 
. there i to nothigg b but union—this very meaſure 
of union and incorporation, of all her Provinces 
a can fave and defend her : : or extritc 
her ffom the dangers and perplegities of that 
federal independence, which has neither de- 
fended Holland, or Switzerland, nor the 
empire of Germany. 


From the caſe of America, 1 85 has- 
ſeparated, we are naturally led to that gf 
Scotland, who has unitedtherſelf with Eng- 
land; and I confeſs it appears to me not a lit- 
tle fingulfir, that I ſhould have been ſo little 


anticipated upon one. of the 2 great and n 


( 40 ) 
points of that argument; which does not ap- 
pear to me to be half ſo intereſting, nor half 


ſo poygrful from analogy as from contraſt, 


*Dhe analogy extends no farther than the pro- 


able conſequences of a p rallel experiment 


but the contraſt gompriſes the whole genera 
cirgumſtance and poſition of the two coun- 
tries previous to the experiment ; and the in- 
| ference follows with accumulated | and, I | 
think, irreſiſtible force, in f: th 
preſent meaſure ; ſince experience has ſhewn, 
tat under circumſtances of ſo unpromifing a 
ifference, t that nion has ſtill prove@fortus 
nate, and furpaſld the moſt ſanguine pre- 
dictions o | the great ſtateſmen, who were the 
authors of it. In the Scottiſh union, I am 
at a lo to diſcover any circumſtances of re- 
ſemblance to the preſent meaſure, beſides the 
accidental union of the two crow#hs upom the 
me head. Was Scotland a colony of ours ? 
Was Scotland planted and watered by out 
hand? Had it it grown. and flouriſhed under : 


our 


2 i 4 


4 ) 
our t piotesting ſhade ? Was the property of 
Scotland in the hands of Engliſhmen ? | Was 
the parliament elected by Engliſhm@, and . 
compoſed of Engliſhmen to the excluſion e of. 
he antießt occupants of the ſoil? Had the 
laws, the religion, the conſtitution, and the 
| language, and the Nate, been tranſpofted 
thither from this parent country ? From the 
Arik union of the crowns to the beginnin of | 
Queen Anne's reign, the legiſlative unjon had 
been a ſubject of deep deliberation. Scots - 
land ha to melt and blend with a nation 5 
C forelgners, ” and With breigners her an- 
tient, and, as it was then ſaid, her natural 
| enemies. Her woufds were yet green and ſtifft 
reciprocal hatreds, alternate triumphs, a fron- 1 
tier deſolated and famous from eternal Wirfare, | 4 
and a hiſtory full of nothing but the i injuries 3 
and invafiof of England, * but littles | 
propitious to this new af 
There was much to be! 51 
natural e 


wiſe deſigns 
ottelf or forgiven— 5 
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ouſles, old antipathics, national BE 


- 15 
45 eee a | * 


pride and family reſentments, were all to be 
ſoothed and won over by the evident utility 
and aſpantage of the union. Scotland beſides 
2 poſſeſſed an actual and efficient indepen- 
| dence; ſhe had a real ſovergignty to ſubſcrihe 
and ſurrender ig the united parliament; ſhe 
had a valuable conſideration to con tribute for 


the wealth, the ſecurity and the dignity ſhe 
reteived. 


© 1 1 
N 
W 2 I 


But! is this che caſe of the * planter?; is his 
= pdependance real, or any thing but a dange- 
of rous and deluſive Sound, which temptꝭ him to 
che rock, and ar draws him to the whirlpool . 
be indepe n dant of France, who pours her 
| Avengers upon the land? or independant of 
threggpillions of natives, who claim his eſtate . 
Vith title-deeds and Pikes? or independant 
of England, who defends him th her mips, 


ter ſoldiers, th. hn her _— ? Yet. — 4 


ati «by glory 5 5 a common 
5 *% | ſceptre 


v TW] 
boeptre and an imperial legiſlature, to che 
dull privilege of provincial greatneſs and 
municipal ambition. After centuries Scrucl | 
hoſtilities, fruitful of f wretchedneſyand glory, * 
the ſubſided inte Ver true and juſt po- 
ſition, and incorporated with her mighty 
neighbour, to whom fate and nature ad 
awarded the ſeat of empire. Now then 
* comesthe queſtion of analogy. Has ſhe E- 
pented of hen prudence, of her true and 
wiſe magnanimity ? Is the Britiſh name le 
gle Drious than the Scots? Is r 

15 commerce, is inte 


Fal peace, a, motive for 
repentance ? Are improvement, arts and civi- 


ization, or the well- being of life, motive# 4 
for repentance Have we violated the treaty 7 bs 
have we . © tribute—have wellbuſed 1 
our A power, or betrayed the confi- 8 | f 
| dene of fe kingdom we united with * f 
If all this ex perience i is loſt lud th rown aways 1 [f 
if this analogy gnd _— are both ineffec· „ f 5 
2 


4 


(44) 
tual, know not what argument can reach 
the deep- rooted prejudice of Ireland. 
* rate 

11 the offer os union. \ therefore cagnot be 
taken. as an inſult to our colony; ; if America 
_ ay not been muſh benefitted by ſeparation 
® if Sgotland has never charged us with breach 30 
”— faith or partial exercife of dominion over 2 
her; if there be upon the face of the earth : 
no condition more gloriaus, ot more happy 
-than that of Britons; and if to extend, par- 
tifipate, and fully communicate all the bleſs4 , 
ings we enjoy. \baggatitIt to ſome commen- 
dation and m ſome return, it will not I truſt 
be too much to expect from the returning 


good ſenſe and temper of the majority of the 


Triſh Houſe of Commons, that the diſcuſſion 
may at d leaſt, be permitted of * ig. 1 
ci Dick a ppee have fo 


The 


( 45 ) 


The queſtion of © competency (if that is 1 
ſeriouſly a queſtion) is the next in order; 1 


and then the general utility and fairneſs of 5 ik 
the «meaſure itſelf. But it is no my in- — £ 
tention, for the weſent t leaſt, to examine 7 F 
the particular merit of everyMauſe and condi- 
tion, which can only be diſcuſſed with My 
beneficial effect, and I fear, only with any ean- 


dour, by commiſſioners on both fides, who ſhall 
be already ſatisfied of the pure and honourable 

5 character of the proceeding, of the competency * 
. ofthe two parliaments, and of the reciprocal 
advantage, dignity, and ſequrity, which it is 


their object to procure and, —_ n to both 
ns Ape EEG 


As to the queſtion of — ſhall 
d * one, argument to ole which have ' 
been urged with fuch reſiſtleſs energy on both 7 
ſideb of che water; and chalp becauſe it is ads 
dreifed to thoſe, perſong, whoſe fanciful and 
Giogerous doctrines would unhinge the civi- 
lized 


Wl (46) 
7 it i} : lizedWorld ; who deny the power of Rates: and 
Þ i governments and legiſlatures, and wouldaſſem- 
WW % Mein n plains or foreſts upon every new caſc and 
. the population of an empire, to 
collect the votes of labouregg and ſhepherds. | 
I think the abſurdity of their opinion is I 
* RE... megged and drowned in its depravity; the 
Wi * bitter malice and ſubtletyof their ſcheme foal 5 
L mM los up its madneſs and impracticable folly, | 
haut I would aſk them upon their own prin- 
4 5 & ciple, and according to their own reaſoning, 
1 N what right the Britiſh parliament poſſeſſed in | 
[2 1 without conſulting numerically the 
people of itain, to ſurrender the ſovereign 
controul and ſupremacy of the Britiſh legiſ= 
lature over their colony i in Ireland ? What 
x right had Britain to abandon three millions 
Mi * of catholics to the diſcretion of the colony, 
| EO without the conſent of every 7 and every 
We: cabin in the f@ur- provinggs 1, wayld 
aſk the what right the — of Ire- 
land Fdadaa i in 785 to, he. that fatal 
boon, 


—_ 


(wn) 


6666, without conſulting the people F tre- 
land in the ſame manner ? Do they mean to 
ſay that parliaments are competent when » 
| themſelves approve their meaſurezgandi incom- 
petent when theygdiffer from them ? Does the 
authority of the ſtate, and the exerciſe of the 
conſtitution, depend upon thei approbatiothor 
- concurrence ? or is n competent to 
contract, and not to reſeind a contract to 
bind, and not to looſen ? Do they mean to bn 
ſay that we had no authority to cede the co- # 
Jonies of America ? or that we have no com- 
petence to ſever end and abandon it to 
France ? They will not go chis length. 1 
know it, but their argument does; for it de- 
nies the validity of every legiſlative act, ef 
every great national ſettlement, becauſe the 
votes of the "multitude have not been col- 
| lected per K apita. It would either leave 
ar ent, nor authority ip ſtates, 


order, gover I 
nor peace between them ; it would fevoke 


2 doubt and 6 every act, every 
treaty, 


* 


( 


treatf, and every principle, by which the 
conduct of nations, has been ee or 


their misfortunes tefminated. e 


; 2 $ , : 
4 ; | 


1 
1f it is ; contended 1 thay parliaments; are 


competent to ure advantage and general 
* 
 g9gd, part with or alienate them ; 
1 ſhall anſwer, that this is a begging of the 
queſtion 3 for we aſſert the union to be advan- x 
tage and general good, But it is not only a beg- 


FM ** 


but not ton 
* 


* being of the queſtion, but a confuſion of the 


terms for competency does not intend, nor 
"conclude, oor reſpect wiflom. An uſurper 
has made wiſe and wholeſome laws, and a 
legal prince abſurd and unjuſt ones: yet the 
competency is with the legal prince. For 
competency depends upon a juſt authority, 
and not upon the uſe of it. This is ma- 
terial-for me to ſtate, who am preparing to 
ſhew, that the act of 1752 (the legality 
of 2 who doubts muſt, in my opinion, 
be very weak or very wicked) was an act 


5 | very 


pe 4 45 * 


very inpruent and very prejudicial to the 


8 of Ireland. * 


By that act, 1 Scars I think that he par- 
liaments of the &wo kingdoms did mean to 
come to a FINS: SET TIBMENT 5 though 
there exiſts great authority t to prove that there 


were ſtateſmen on both ſides the water who | 
aw either the danger, the inſufficiency, or 


| the nullity of the act. I think the public of 


both 1 
and i in that light I think it was condemned, 


and lamented by Frery man of feeling, re- 
flection, and * 


— 1 _ 
my n 
* 
f 
{ \ 


: It was an act. es by che baſe ingra- 
titude of our Iriſh colony, from the feeble- 
neſs and calamity of our ſtate. It was an 


"aa of ante violence, impoſed upon us 


while we lay d weltering in our blood, and faint 
from defeat and diſaſter. | It was * act of 
vnfilial and unmagiy artifice, plotted by the 
| NR * baſeſt 


2 

is) 

Fy 4. 
| N 
7 | 
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ir gdoms interpreted it in that light, 4 
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1 ment upon ſubſequent events, to open men's 


* 


„ 
baſeſt of intriguers, and en by the 


weakeſt of 1 miniſters, i 


That this, « final ſettlement,” was impuſſi- 
ble to laſt, and that i it did not require the miſ- 


conduct of the colonial independent. parlia- 


eyes upon its abſurdity and danger, hum ready ; 
to admit; and if the injuſtice or folly of any 
meaſure could ſhake the competency of the 

2, I wilt admit that this might be invali- 


dated for incompetency. 


F ortunately, 1 600 ine independence of 
the Iriſh colony \ which itzeſtabliſhed, as far as 
| lay within its Power, was a nullity and a 


* 


cypher. But the dependence of the native 
upon the colony, it did fully create and eſta- 
bliſh—an act of injuſtice, ] am forry to ay, 1 
which cannot be palliated by the general | 


25 „ 


conduct of the he golony towards him. 


pe 4 
* * 


* 
* * 


* 


| 
it i A 
act which carried deſpair into the boſom _ — 
of the catholics, and placed their only hope 
of emancipationyupon the aſſiſtance of fo- 
reigners, and the misfortunes of this coun- 
3 38 


It ſeems to 10 the faſtÞn, + to under-rate 
the ca agity and underſtanding of the Roman | 
atholics of Ireland ; but though the igno- 
rance and bigotry of the lower claſſes of 

thas petſuaſion are no doubt the cauſe of 
many exceſſes, and the inſtrument of all, 
cannot diſcover that the leaders of it 
- have ſo condudtell themſelves, as that. we 
ſhould contemn or ol down upon their abi- 
lities with any conſcious pride of ſuperiority. 
They knew that an independent Iriſh parlia- 
ment—they | knew that the repreſentatives of | 
= * Gloy, would not and could not 
dare to truſt the immenſe majority of their 
nation with an equality of political rights | 
and condition. . that what e 
. 2 = looked 
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looked for from the power and magnanimity 
of Britain, became hepeleſs from the hands 
of ſettlers, whoſe weakneſsggmade them jea- 
lous and afraid. They were too conſcious of 
their own ſtrength, and too fond of their title, 
to deſire or expect, they ſhould ever be truſted 
by*an uſurper, whoſe farce they deſpiſed, and. 
whoſe right they diſputed. They lt them- 
a ſelves abandoned, and turned over to the 
generoſity of a handful of proprietors, 
who were too powerleſß, and too timid 
to be merciful : and if the independent 


parliament had been compelled to make 
the. conceſſion, they 


— 


p — 
2 

> >= * 
— — — 
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| would have been too 
ſenſible of the cauſe from which it ſprung; ; 
: they would havè called it fear and not libe- 
rality, and they would have ſeized the prof 
fered boon, not as ſatisfaction and content, 
but as a ſtep in the ladder of their ambition, 


and an advanced poſt in the march of re- 
venge ! * 3 | _ 


Such . 


* #* 


N 
Such 1 apprehend were the ſentiments of 
5 the catholic and the coloniſt towards each 
other, that there gould not be a greater misfor- 
tune to the one, or injuſtice to the other, than 
the removal of that ſupremacy and controul ; 
of empire in Britain, which could alone re- 
ſpectively maintain and repreſs them. And 


if I wergyto contemplate the act of 1782 in * 


3 0 other point of view, and without relation 
to the internal ſtates of the colony itfelf, 1 
ſhould not heſitate to condemn it, upon this 
account, as the moſt unjuſt as well as the moſt 
unwiſe upon the ſtatute book. Iconfeſs 1 ſee 
no means that are left us by that act while it 


remains in force, (and it cannot be reſcinded 
without the conſent of the Iich parliament,) 


of putting an end to thoſe calamities and 
crimes that have flowed from it, except in this 
of union alone. And if I could be 
brought to conſider it with leſsadiſlike and 
werſion, it would be becauſe I regard it as 


having n and gocglerited that happyand 


meaſu re 


glorious 


99 
8 


„ 
+ glorious event, by the evils it has accumu- 
lated, and d by. the legal facility 1 it has created. 
a ' - 94 
I ſhall En before Leoneclude theſoare- 
flexions, what are the peculiar advantages it 
offers to the Roman catholic, and upon what 
| motives, alone it "app ars poſſible for him to 
. reject it; at preſent the courſe of wy argu- 
ment leads me to enquire whether the final 
ſettlement and independence of 1782 have 


been more favourable to the Britiſh colony 5 
than to the native 1 NT A 


The Do who are inclined to think 
or ſpeak moſt favourably of that act of *« final” 
ſettlement, are thoſe who conſider it as an ex- 
perimegt upon thespart of Britain, whether 
her colony, which had ſeldom conducted it- 
ſelf with wiſdom, prudence, or juſtice towards 
the native, being at length entruſted with#he 
entire dominion of the country, and inveſted 
in the complete legigative authority, would 


3 1 a ä be 


3 3 
be able or willing to deviſe any wiſer or more 
liberal meaſures for the general government 
of the people. But beſides that, it is diffi- 
cult to connect the words final and experi- 
nient; it ſeems more natural, if we are to ſup- 
poſe any free conſent and foreſight at all, upon 


the part of England t the cloſe of the laſt 
diſaſtrouggwar, | to ſuſpect that it Was not in- 


tended, by the government at leaſt, to ſur- 
render the imperial rights of the parent 
cougtry for ever; but to convince the ig- 
norant Ambition of the colony of their un- 
fitgeſs for empire, and to pre are, as has 


been already ſtated, their free and formal 
conſent to their incorporation ; While in the *% 
mean tithe it took away from the inde- 
pendent. colonial parliamgnt all occaſign and 


pPreteꝝt of charging the metropolitan country 
with any part of their own miſgovernment 
or nab to een, 5 

But even ris beta, confeſs, appears 


to me violent and improbable, becauſe all the 
* 


real 


A 


not, nor could be c 


4 39 ] 


real and effectual change that was operated in 


the colony by this pretended - experiment in 


the gift of independence, was the mere ſub- 
ſtitution of influence in the room of prero- 
gative, and of miniſterial favour for par- 
liamentary controul. The dependance was 
zanged ; but the mode 
and application of the principle were adopted 


: a 
to a new and a worſe poſition, and transfer- 


red from the conſtitution to the treaſury. 


Dependence is the natural and the neceffary | 


order for every colony that ever wi or can 


be planted, (o long, at leaſt, as it requires 


the aid and protectiog © of the parent coun- 


pg, is to 
betray and expoſe it to corruption, apd all 


: Did we confer nothing, ve a high- ſound- 


e | | +. ing 
® * | 
3 „„ 


try; and to give it the name and qualifica- 
tion of independence, while nature Ind neceſ- 
fity faxbid the ſubſtance of the thi 
4 
the baſe and little paſſions of. avarice and 

left-handed ambition. Did the ci colony 
receive dothing, then, by the act of 1782? | 


3 
ing term of independence? Unfortunately we 
gave 4 Natal boon, the kindneſs of which will 


be better conjecturę 0 than explained, when we 


confider the preſent ſtate of the independent 
parliament ! There are, or there were at the 
time when the union was firſt propoſed i in 
the Houſe of Com ons, one hundred and 
ſixteen placmen in that Aſſembly, whoſe 
complete number does not exceed three hun- 
dred. Iwill not comment upon this bluſhing 
text, ngr will I ſearch into the red- book of 
the civil liſt of Ireland. | wiſh only to be 
20 officrſtood, and I draw a veil over every 
thing that can diſguſt or inflame. The pri- 
vilege obtained, therefore, was not to be in- 
dependent, which was impoſli ble, but the 
N to be paid for obedience, wflich was 
but too eaſy. Prerogative had diſappeared. 
with the ſtatute of George the firſt, and cor- 
ruption by the law-politic had taken its place. 
1 withdraw my eyes from this filthy ſpecta- 
ele; I leave to others to detail a venal peerage, 
„ r 1 and 
» 4 
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and penſioned lubricity ; ; the Empire of the 
Cuſtom- houſe, and commiſſions i in the army 


4 ſible, or ® capverted every, ſeat and every, TY 


C9 9 


given for ſale to gc woſts or to prieſts. | But 


let the colony declare if this be the indepen- 
dence ſhe defired in 17827 If theſe be the 


bleflings ſhe aſpired to ? If this is the ſove- 


* ſhe affected; ? 


. 
6 
** 7 


« The colony, hav, gained other advan- | 


tages from her independence, of which it is 
difficult to appreciate the extent and he 
value. She augmented the number of her 


abſentees by that portion of her wealthy and 


ambitious peers and cqpamoners whom ſhe 
annually deputed to court promotion and 


emolument in the antichambers of the Trea- 
ſury, and the drawing- room of St. Jqpacs' IY 
She derived an addition to this mighty benefit 


by the deſpair and revolt of the catholic, 
which rakes reſidence altogether impoſ- 


park in the iſland into 2 camp er a; gar- 
riſon. | Theſe were bpt wiſhing advantages, 


* 


( 59 ) 
Ste ver, of her independence, for it 3 
6 general, comprehenſive, and pervading power 


which detached, and looſened, and diſſolved 
the very cement of her civil ſtate. The tenant 
became independent of the landlord ; the pea- 
fant of the farmer ; the child and the wiſe of 
the huſband; the indi i idual of the laws, the 
multitude of the government. It tore the 


ſubject from the ſtate, from morals, from cuſ- 


toms, from religiag ; it armed every ſect | 


againſt each other; it invaded the ,country, 
and it Ml invites and 5 invaſion. 


Do I deny or bah. the participation of i 
the Engliſh government in the corruptions 
of the colony? Neceſſity is a plea I will 
never ſ uſtain for fraud or force, for tyranny or 

> 
ſeduction. But it requires a very ſtern and 
rigid virtue to reject it altogether here, where : 
the altkrnatives were ſo dangerous and ſo 


cruel; for the colony, as I have already 


ſhewn by her own | ingratitude and violence, 
of EL 
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had extorted from her bleeding parent that 
Pandora gift ; and the continued to abuſe 
1 her fatal weakneſs with newdemands, and even 
| menaces. But the queſtion is not here to 
| 8 impeach a delinquent, but to ſhew and proye 
i the body of the crime. It is of the guilt, 
Eq and not the guilty, that we are enquiring ; 
| but if we ſhould fix the perſon, and deliver 
(| up the criminal, how can this independent” 
þ | Parliament proceed or proſecute ? At what 
: bk 2 bar, and before what tribunal can it impeach 
1 bim? Bo you not ſee at every ſtep, how 
it viſionary, how falſe and illufory i is this fatal 
: preſent | ? This independence, which corrupts 


and cannot fave, which betrays and cannot pro- 


tect, which injures and cannot even avenge ? 


—— EI 
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We hear | now, indeed, but for the firſt 
time, and from thoſe who, till now, have never 
ceaſed to deplore the wretchedneſs and cala- 


mities of the colony that it has improved and 


—— — — — I 


„05 


| | thriven fince her boaſted acquiſition of de 
|  pendence ; 3 
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( 61 ) 
pendence; or as they affect to call it, in the 
language of commerce, inſtead of policy, ſince 


the diſſolution of the partnerſhip. But both | 
their aſſertion and their term are falſe and u- 
choſen; for it is eaſy to prove (and it has 
been proved beyond the power of replication) 


that ſhe has improved only where the part- 


nerſhip remained and flouriſhed, and that ſhe 


has decayed and periſhed wherever the con- 


nexion has expired, or been ſuſpended. ohe 


has improved i in induſtry and commerce, be- 


cauſe for theſe ſhe remained dependent upon | 
_ he? power, the tutelary care, and generoſity of 


England. She has thriven only in matters 


beyond the reach, control, and authority „ 


her independent parliament, and there only, 
and preciſely ſo far as ſhe has been upheld 
by the providence and the purſe. of England. 


Can her independent parliament prevent the 
legiſlature of Britain from repealing the duties 


ſhe impoſes upon foreign competition, or the 


bounties ſhe grants on the re- exportation of 


Iriſh manufaRuures ? or are theſe favours the 


gift 
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gift of che parlament of Dublin? The cauſe, 
therefore, of this proſperity is not. indepen- 
dence; and in her political ſtate where indeed 
the has diffolved the partnerſhip, and become 
as independent as I have ſhewn, I ſhould not 
fear to alk of Mr. Grattan bimſelf, whether 
the has improved there? If the has—her 
folly has been roſperous ; ; her corruptions 
and her miſgovernment ave been wiſe and 
bappy. Her promiſes and compromiles x with 
the catholic and the diſſenter, with emanci- 
pation ancr reform, have been prudent and juſt; 


her conſpiracies, her inſurrections, are fortu- 


nate and ood. If ſhe has improved in her 


intern ſtate, it is becauſe rebellion” and martial 
law are advantages, becauſe anarchy and 
murder are boons from heaven; becauſe rape 
and maſſacre, and pillage and firs, and deſo- 


latiof are benefits and bleſſings to maukind! 
| 8 


LEY 


Noe I would aſks if; it 15 poliible to deviſe 8 
Aa milder or a kinder remedy for all theſe evils 


4 


T 6 }: 
this as teh Lam perverſe, and blind 1 
to conſider them) than that of union with 
the parent ſtate? With a ſtate, whoſe man- 
ners cannot fail to ſoften and civilize this 
wretched and exaſperated race? With a ſtate 
whoſe power can compreſs theſe factions z , 
who has F. to be generous, and cou- 
5 rage to be juſt ? The colony has learned in 
a bloody ſchool the vanity of her ambition; 
ſhe feels that the is not, and cannot be, 
independent of this ſuſtaining hand, which 
ſuccayrs and upholds her. Three mil- 

lions of natives and catholics forbid it. 

And. though there may be mens of fero- 

cious minds, who would exterminate the na- 
_ tives ; though 1 have heard an atrocious 
policy avowed. in the public councils, by 
which they were to be armed, and let looſe 
upon each other; though 1. have heard the 
i offer of union condemned as a remedy in- 
5 adequate to the evil, and the. Glvation of the 


ſſer rhro depend gppon.the extirpation of 
the 


( 64 ) 
the majority ; ; chat the catholics muſt be ex- 
tinguiſhed, and put out; that not a ſingle 
Rohilla of them all can be left with i 1mpu- 
nity; though I have heard theſe ſangui- 
nary doctrines pollute the walls of- a Houſe 
„of Parliament; Jam ſatisſſed hey are con- 
fined to a very few breaſts not wickeder than 
rhey are weak. I think the Britiſh miniſtry 
are entitled to the higheſt praiſe for the Gn- 
dour and the loftineſs of their councils, 1 
| think the attempt is worthy of the great and 
generous nation over which they preſide; 
and as it appears to me impoſſible to recon- 
cile the native and the ſettler wighout incor- 
porating the whole, and adopting them both 
into the virtues, the moderation, and the 
magpanimity of Britain, Pap deſirous of 
Siving to this meaſure of theirs the fulleft 
and moſt ungualifie applauſe and approba- 
tion.” Independence is out of the queſtion ; * 
it is of the forms of dependance that it is 
alone ee to enquire, and if I knew of 


* any, 
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any, milder, more liberal, and more beneficial 
to Ireland than union 15 that form of de- 
pendance I would. prefer and offer for the 
government of our colony. For it is only 
when the colony and the natives are united 
and loſt in each other, that the e Anglo-Iriſh | 
will ceaſe to be Ependent. It i is then that 
they will fuſe and blend together with the 
empire at at large, and become * independent 


as Scotland is, or Yorkſhire « or x, Cormggll. 


Ita is with collfiderable pain ad diſguſt 


that 1 dwell upon thoſe obſtacles to the ac- : 


 compliſhment e of this generous plan, which 
appear to me as the moſt pgwerful and effec- 
tive in the minds of our own colony, and of 
the Roman catholics of Ireland. For as to 


the motives 7 the United [riſhmee, it were 


" Bas 
abſurd in their oppoſition to ſeek for any, 
but their love of anarchy and confuſion, their 


| project 'of pillage and refolgtion,. and their 


devotedneſs to any cauſe and any power that 


_-_ 1 


5 


* | 
can protract the miſcries and convulſions 


'X _ copntry. To ſearch far political 
objects i in the boſoms of conſpirators who 


— — XY — — —— 
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* 


* have none but to prong their crimes, 
and procraſtinate y EK puniſhment ; who 
ſeek i in revo tygevolt only, and ig evil evil, is 
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neceſſary or Practicahle with ſucceſs. 
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to put men's aten to a hardef taſk than is 


a: Certginhyi it 8 not t be poſlible + any great 
| : part of the Britiſh ſettlers i in, Ireland to pre- 
'N fer their preſent Rate of anxiety and ſuffering 5 


to the plan of union and incorporation that 


p is held out to them, unleſs there lingered in 


evils. It is the Jacobin of 1 


EY; 


1 ieobiniſm # policy, which induces ſome 
| „ bear with br. prolong evils ſuſceptible” 
* of an earlier termination in the hopagf 1 more 


." 
21 eh 


their mind ſomg, | hope or longing after ano- 
ther iſſue of their preſent difficulties and 
ature only, that 
delight in the continuatidon & the preſent 


wretc edneſs; but. I am afraid there is a 


1 . 


* 


F 95 
advantage 5 theraſelyes, or greater triumph in = 
the iffue.” I confeſs I fear that chere are 
amongſt our ſettlers Ireland ſome unrelenting ** 1 
minds who expect and prefer another conclu- 3 


fion of the conteſt, and very different from : f 
ours; the horrible principle Which has been . 
diſcloſed even in England, induces me very 
ſtrongly to apprehetil dy that there 1s no obſta- 
cle in a part of the colony more hoſtile and 
formidable to the projected Un ron, tan the og 
hope of being enabled by the arms and trea- 
ſure df the mother-country to obtain ſuch _ 
decided and definitive ſucceſs in the civil | 

war, as to enable their 8 Independent Par- 

lament” to attaint and confſtate the remain- . 
ing part of the property of Ireland not ac- 


Os in the _— of that colony. 


« 1 know this ungenerous and firgyinaty 
»ſentiment i is partial and limited indeed 5 and 

J truſt the executive and pafamount autho- 1 
rity inde Feabble#n. England, though no longer 
"as OY 8 K 2 Jegally* 
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legally exiſting in its legiſlature will never 
ſanction this atrocious and premeditated 
ſcheme of inſatiable avarige,- and unneceſſary 
revenge. For it is abſolutely impoſſible to 
ſuggeſt upon what ground their | Private ava- 

rice can bo- fcommended as a national and 

public ſcheme, or by what motives our co- 
lony will attempt to induce us to purchaſe 
for them throygh ſeas of guilt and, blood, this . 
eruel ddvantage, of treading out the native 

Iriſh, and becoging, in a very new and dif- 
_ ferent ſenſe, © independent” of ourſelves. I 
confeſs I do not think they have fo uſed the. 
nominal and fQuitious independence they en- 
ny ſound and rational policy 


jcyed, av that by 
we could be authorized to concede a more 


real and. effective ſeparation, TT 


bl 


* x b the only. obſtacle. to union in the boſom 
of our colony is this crimgnal and. flagitious 
hope of deftving from our victories an 
unjuſt and miſerable dice ofgiliFery and 


* plander, 


* | * 


( 6 ) 


plunder, Iam fearful that it is impoſſible to 
aſſign, after every allowance for paſſion and 
for prejudice, a better or a more pardonable 
plea for the refuſal or, the ſilence of the 
catholic. Revenge, and 5 bopß of prey, are 
his undiſguiſed motives; and he is only ſo 
far leſs abſurd or leſs guilty than the coloniſt 
I have deſcribed, as he believes himſelf to 
have a ri right, according to the doctrines of 
impreſeriptibility, to poſſeſs the landg, which 
no time, no length of poſſeſſion can alienate, 
no acquieſcence transfer ; "and as he relies 
for his hope of ſucceſs upon a government, ag 
which as it were from the very,center and 
focus of robbery, adopts, and aſſiſts every 
ſyſtem, and every ſpecies of | plunder, every 
:  atjack upon every poſſeſſion, every innovation 
of ch and principle, and n pro- 
I think. neither of theſe hopes will be 
crowned, itte * becauſe the Britiſh 
| goverg- 


{ 70 ) 
government will never  eſpouſe the crime of 
the coloniſt, and becauſe the French direc- 
tory will never be able to gratify the ven- 
geahce and the avarice of the catholic. The 


catholic republic may ſound well in the ears 
of inebriated rebels, whoſe crimes have cut 


them off from their country as long as it 


ſhall be adminiſtered under any form of go- 
vernment, under any order whatſoever. It 
may ſound well and lofty i in thè ears of igno- 
rant and inflated conſpirators, and the abſurdity 
and ſoleciſm of the term itſelf may not be 
diſcovered by minds confounded by their 
terrors, and furious from their crimes. 


The Catholic Republic ?- ?” at another 
time I ſhould be tempted to aſk how a catho- 
lic republic could exiſt, or how could it be 

projected by men, oho i in all their dreams of 


innovation and reform have had no viſion of 


a preſbyterian monarchy, or a democratical 


nobility. The Catbols Repubyic 2 wand 
** e What. 


. 


Y mt .J 


what i 1s to become of the bierarghy? what of 
divine right? what af indefeaſible ſucceſſion ?. 
But this abſurd and contiadiadty term may 


teach us ſomething it betrays the medfure 
of their capacity for whom It 1s Jefigned ; it 
ſhews how low, how ignorant, how obtuſe 
is the du pe, how mean the victim, the 


prieſts of anarchy prepare. A catholic re- 


* public ! what ? by the fide, and under the 
wing of a republic of atheiſts ?. A catholic 


republic guaranteed by the Fer Talley- FT, 
rand, and the doating theo- philanthropiſt 


N 


Lepeau ? What ! will the titular bi 
Ireland, will' men of learning, | humanity, 


and piety, do homage to the ſee of infide- 


lity, and receive the 


the apoſtate Syeyes, or from Abe 
Do they not ſee this catholic republic is a 
republic of chairmen and frgit-pickers?, ? T at 
it is the deſpagiſua of 1 5 and ſtrength, 


We brutal vices, and of numhers? That it is 


che e of enen. and ef all order 


hops of 


e ring and the croſier from 


| ( 72 ) 
and gradation, the, pillage of property, and 


the firſt half f only 1K revolution? 
* 


i 
— the virtuous catholic will prefer 


* the exiſting order, and the, exiſting 
oppreſlions, to this ſpecies of emancipation 
and liberty. He, will not tram le on the 
croſs of Chriſt, for a licence to trade in 
municipalities and departments : : he will | 
not deny or abjure his faith, to traffic = 
anarchy and ref wblics ; ; apd he will * try 
. ab leaſt this new, and inder r. this chriſ- 
: tian union, by which, he is called into the 


free privileges of an Englimman, and placed 


= by the ſide of a lifter 1 a tolerating 
41:08 ai 
46 * * 


! | ; 7 24 = Se | - 8 1 * | 8 
1 — is impoſſible to ſuppoſe that. a greater 


il | duty can ever be daid upon men, than what 
1} | IB, has now fallen upon the ſincere and enighty 
Wl , 
Wi | . enced catholic of Ireland. "Ys has revenge 
11 if 
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— - wowed 


a Jang hopes" of intereſt to > Gnjie In thy, cauſe 
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1 
of God ail man; but revenge. 15 Amok fa- 


tiated in leis of civil blood, and his hope of 
perſonal advantages is the pillage 'of A. wreck 


ig 3 which he runs the common danger—He 
has eartyuprejudices to conquer: but advar- 
! a | wn 82 * che = 997 F 


2 great haut is depend to wi nd fie 


"is called to the rights, citizenſhip, net by 
the deſperate er. of ae and — 
but by the free, pont #1; | 

of a great and chriltim ! Ki 
his own Ungbage, £0 erned * the ſame 
Jaw, having the ſame intereſts 


natural or 
ven of the globe itſelf U 
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inventions and relations of dociety, 


8 
* * * * 12 

a . * 4 

* 1 8 „ 

2 ** . * 
5 ip hg * * 
” ®-, | n RY 
” + 
* * 4 _ 


„the * . 
mutual relations, the fame ade bonds, . : 
thi ſame defepCe, and the fame neceffity=s 
by a, kingdom to which he is united by the 8 
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1 ak yang his rel inlcrel, Thin it En- 


not be denied? are evident u upon the f fame fille. 
His reli fon is 15 "gr lets threatened than the 
and the colony. Will u be 2 
* Hier . proteſtant't to take the lend. and to 
do that för his“ temporal A. $51, be. 
imſe an neßlect dr opory though fo 8 
me oy ns 88 Wil wil nde- 
e en gent Sr hat look-up 
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U fac fed ; blind, and to, 
Call back. e « dife@revel from the un 
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* LE i he i . deceived And Aided „and that the 
1 e dab 0 he. i ought do apprehend to bis . 
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II any welladifpoſed and enlightened Iriſh- 


man, of either religion, garage t to the n. 


I think it 18 incumpent upon 2 to ſhew, 


* either that the Pagen order of t 


ith g.is gpod » 
and N in felt, r elſe hateit is ca- * 


we, B 


8 parion,, in Tie 
ther. wr) Their Soups 1 
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no refèm or emagy 


| ptotection of the allet republic ; ; indo bo a *, 
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th. of 76 
ft Ks Anotlier reaſon why ſuch a perſon will not 
wt * ſupport the argument of modification, is this: 

. becauſe he knows the unhappy victims of 
1 - #. ht ref Nat malice of republican atheiſm are ” 
Nl: "EE led away, not by the hope or Wil b of re- 
i RG | forms or emeneipotion, but by ſuggeſtions 
„ _* that thar religion 1 is in danger; becauſe he 
REES” knows the cruel power of artifice and defign 5 
Au Upon the debut and agitated. ” 
. and hopeſboignorance, Gente 1 * 
b. all n and 1 athy ns all wings i in 

7 "My ** 8 9 

55 wy am not Nen tempted to ute wears; 3 
I. 4.3 by 17 0 there v ho | deyi Liſhartifib on wb 


| more hear U to o hellitſlf head other 
| 3 crimes and Ktrocitles} it iethis foul; unre- 
Fi! | 4 lenting, eommon mockery of both perſua- 
i" 5 ſions, this eruel ſacrifice of «chriſtian blood, 
I Fad bye, inſtigation and malice of infidelity. 
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10 is the arming of . figs at che 8 N 


ding of impiety it is the chaſſacte of chriſ- ; 
tians by the e practice of athivifts.' # „ | 3 5 
* „ y | 

Thatythis order therefore can x never ſtand is g f 
made certain, by the hatred it engenders, by 8 


the factions that attack i it, by the convidtion i it EY 1 
ſelf of its Er fall. * Ae ee 4 


18 not EM deariaducbl An Ke expèti- 1 


enoe of the paſt, from the debates 10 Ireland * g 
- upch wur and peace, and the ſeparating po- 3 | 
licy of its porliament in the regency biss f 

as from the nature of the thifg itſelf, and I 
real, neceſſary and indefeallble depen dane ö 2 ; 


Ireland, in ſpite of the Tegal and formal nde. 
1 pendence. The present order N at war with 
the order of natufè Rand the dach of nectflity ; " 
and whether it ſhall be ovEtthfown or not . 
by a ſeparate regency, or by contradiẽte 
yotes upon pres war, i it o Mp g ; 
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beiig conſtantly * — ingracd propor- 
tion to the violence it receives. In times f 
tranquillityp (if-ong might c dream of thoſe) it 
60 amed by Corruption into the con- 


PA m aſt 

trol ali$obedicnce of "England" i war it it 
| ther ypartaks of force in the dangers 
nal .C bbs ſubdued by her as her firſt 
da ages, enemy. It is ſuſpended 


dee, Wthe preſe -npdiviged ſtats, and the 


— 3 | nifts having 3 into che 


ms 


FE not os ro-aſtabl ef 95 ö 
> the ſtate, dangers, and meceſlitic 
herſelf, - It is impoſſible for e her \to,gdopt as as 

hg 2 by by uct of * ſettled 2 Wemag e. 
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Kent circumſifances, and to affect to hot her up ® 4 
M every danger, commotion, and general inſun- 
rection, 5 Which this fatal! 1 em expoſes her. Fo 0 
1 tvere better for En ngland that her colthy, and 
dhe while and of Ireland were ep 
to the bottom of th Sean, than that they 
m ſhould remain 0 her the cha ge, thedanger, ," . 

and the diſtraion 1 'theyhaye been, i in na Wavin — 
5 which Me 5 a5 h = Or Vid 

tory," no ad ance of een dag 
It were better Tighand were blotted from tbke 
e and a ene W. Wu liſt of nations „ 
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It N dear 4, and befoki the power 2 * 4 
 equivgeation' td contradict or evade, thay 1 


9 e ſettlemen of f 1782 were e nab; ib it * %* 
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4 * +» wag baghe. two parliaments who contracted, | 

3 but by the miniſters who planned it, as @ 

* . R definitive ſettlement; I I iy. it veſults Clearly 

nin poist of fact, that the miniſtefs and the 
* "$f ö Arliaments have beep deceived "th t has . 


1 th the e "oy had l in conterg= 


n; at d. that they did one thing, v while 


N they dnp f U 1 and 
* be- of independence a cor rupt 


. ö "Tg -  depgndence—inſteag of imperial identity, diſ- « 
ting regencieg, atjd contradictory titles in the 


i | © exown itſelf, with diſquſſi ons upon war and 
| ii . peage—inſtead of content, commotion in- - 
1 ſtead of erde tre ſon—inſtead of gratitude 
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Vene of ill can looſen or r unit What are | 
the grants, which neither deception in the 1 
giver, nor infury. to ghe'end&wed, can defeat or $ | 
avoid ? Shall an fproper grant of theﬀrown 5 . 
be ſer Aude in the oourts of law for want of 1 


preſumed information in the ſoy teign, d an 
act of ſtate, in which nations E dectived, and i 
miſled, be perpetual, in ſpite of expetiment! and o 


remorſe? Are the people of Irelih n =o 1 

"Pp wb] 
and ſtarved : 15 England extiau ed, f 
poſed to every wound of war and eres, * a 


l 0G + we ouſt land to the condition * 1 * 


2 ; 
we muſt take che benefit of e 9 

0 entail, aid Enjoy the fe6-fimple of tur cin „ 
mities? Would 1 break then ths rec W 
have ſigned? Would f violate the faith of WS % 

parliament 7 Would Erekipe the controul we * 


have abandoned, and the independence 5 # ; 
which we ave ſubſcribed ? I would not do i it; v ; 
| becauſe we & | ter, becauſe we can 1 b 


5 corporats and aan Lend ant bus o 
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4 | 4 | 
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| | jt imperial ſtate; becauſe we can advance inſtead 
1 of receding ; becauſe we can au advan 
140 tages, and privileges, and ſafety, and perfect 
1h liberty, inſtead of returning to the crude 
ö 5 date of colony and. metropolis— be 
Wo. ſtead of dependence and protection, we can 
WIE offer union and identity « of power and ſtate ; 5 


* ſe, | in- 


Wd 4 inſtead of inferiority, participation; inſtead ; 
7 humiliation, glory. But would-I do it in 
. any caſe, and under an circumſtances It is 
| 160 „ not left to do—it i is done already by neceſſity, - 
Tit! and the nature of things themſelves, 7 ich 
i —— e alter. But I would do 

/ By what law * By what right? Not 
* errof), not for incompetence but by that 
law which! Jeaven itſelf has ordained, that the 
12 g aer of the people ſhoulda be the law ſu- 
4 hs preme; by that eternal paramount, authority, * 
by which evety " lawfu "conſtitution, under 


— 


- Is 2 . 7 * — 
2 — — 8 2 — > — — 
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5 5 every form and name of humar ſociety, holds 


At every moment, the full, abſolute, entire, 
me and perfect ſovereign right, (with. its corre- 
1 pe duty) to redrek ww evil, to pro- 


4 EY vide 
"A 


33) 
vide for every emergency, to defend the 


people from every Gang, and to ſuccour 


them under e * ie 


As 


78 
my 


The more I examine che antiqut policy and L 
conduct of England, with regard to Ireland, FE- 


- beg leave to repeat its the more kind and gene- 


rous I find it towards. the colony, and I think 
her only real reproach has been, neglect of the 0 
natiyes: even now, that the miſgovernment | 

and misfortunes of the colony ſcem, perhaps, 


to call for acts of rigour and forfeiture; 
what is the conduct of the parent ſtate, 


and what the langua 


ſhe cancel he 

independence he has extorted from ber, or 

place him in a ſtate of papilage again ? No. 
25 


She intreats With maternal fondneſs to draw D 


cloſer, for, the common benefit and ſafety, 


thoſe bonds, which have always knit them K 
rogether in intereſt and affection. She de- 


NM 2 5 fires 


Abe holds to her liber- 
tine ? Does ſhe reſume her charters? Does 
r grants? Does ſhes revoke the 


"thy 


| Bet 

fires but to confirm and ſtrengthen that 
REAL UNION, Which has always ſubſiſted 
between them, in ſpite of political names, 
and legal diſtinctions. She wiſhes to pro- 

tect him ſtill, but with more effigacy and 
vigour, and to be able to extend her bene- 
"nt ficence to three millions of. wgetched natives, ” 
h whom he cannot, oppreſs but with her arms, 
but with his own ruin. But what 
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nor deliver 


if . age the terms of this protection, and what 
14 the price the ſets upon her beneficence ? Is 
it | it the furrender of territory? Is it taxation ? 
| ; | Is it the abandonment of any ood, or of 


* — > 
—— — — 


Cen ** 


any power? America complained that ſhe 


1 


was taxed without repreſentation, but Ireland 


=” invited to ſe ſend an hundred commoner 8, and 
5 an equal png tion of is peers. But is 
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not this number 2 
Scotland, with mote chan double the . 


aus —— of 


lation of the colony (for the native is not 


— — w ̃² .. ] . — . W . X 
* 4 2 * 11 — - We 


hs 3 


yet repreſented at all) bas never made this 


2 complaint., She has never complained of 


any 


1 * 


„ 
any combination of the Engliſh majority to 
oppreſs her counties, or ſuſpected ſuch an in- | 
jury, more than Yorkſhire or Cornwall. 

She has never complained that her people 
did not enjoy their full proportion of public 
office, emolument and power, and of the 
| favours and countenance of the crown. Her 
ö influence in the Britiſh cabinet, on the con- 

trary, has been the burthen of Engliſh jea- 
louſy, the theme of conſtant invective, and 
ſometimes, of deep and ſerious accuſation. 
But England has never been accuſed, by the 
blackeſt malice of irritated recrimination, of 


the leaſt injuſtice, unkindneſa; or prejudice, 

| againſt the united kingdom, What juſt, or 
rather What poſſible reaſon is there for 
Ireland to apprehend, againſt the experience 
of a whole century ? Were the thoughts of 
England hoſtile and deſigning, ſhe would not 
preſent this Union. She would ſay to her 
colon — Vou have abuſed and  miſgoverned, 
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and 
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together.” Is that cruel, 


portion of '\ 


(08. ) 


and are incapable to govern, and therefore 
your power is forfeited, and your right re- 


verted ; you have been a bad maſter, I 


cancel your authority ;—you have been a bad 


child, and I diſinherit you. This would be 


the language of the angry parent, —Let us 


liſten to her accents :* Let us govern 


r oppreſſive, or 


unjuſt? 4 Come and take your ſeat in my 


council and my ſenate :” Is that hard or 
unnatural ? Come, and let us conſult” to- 


$ether foatjehe TommAh Date ein ti im- 
perial ſenate of both iſlands; depute your 


2 dom and virtue 3* take your 
ſhare in the general adminiſtration: Is this 
partial, or excluſive, or ungenerous? 

Is it ungenerous in England, to give this 
end to the local calamities of Ireland, and 


mf” - all 
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call her to the full participation of Britiſh þ 
bleflings ? Is it ungenerous to take her ſhare | 
in the crimes, and accuſe herſelf of the miſ- 
government of her colony ? and inſtead of 
taxing it with ingratitude, to blame her 
own prepoſterous indulgence, and that fatal 
weakneſs, which miſled and deceived 7. 
which granted a,boop it was not able to - re- * 
ceive, and expoſed it to ſeductions and perils 3 | 
beyond its ſtrength to combat, or its power b 
to repel 7 What is there i in all this conduct 


injurious or dver- bearing? Is there any in- 


* * 


ſult, as a part of the parliament of Ireland 
| thought, in offering the conditi 


and the participation of empire to our own | 


of Britons, 


colony ? Is there any inſult or any injury in 


2 
* 
/ 
917 . 


offering it to the deſcendants of thoſe. a- 


tives, who have always been oppreſſed by our 


_ colony, and « homage to gur crown ? It 


is not a French incorporation, it is not a re- 
publican fraternity that Britain offers. She 


does 
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does not take their magiſtrates as hoſtages, 
nor impoſe contributions, nor drag away the 
youth of the kingdom in fetters and chains, 
by military requiſitions. She does. not en- 


ment, in order to govern it. ohe does not 
What, I aſk of anv honeſt coloniſt, what i is 
it you are afraid of? —Of being independent, 

ery of independance ? 


- who are torn and tortured with civil wars and 


hoſtile ind 
Bm catholic by degrees ameliorated and im- 


ſentees encreaſe, whofe troubles have cauſed 


turn into your boſom but with Union, and 


throne mechanics and felons in the govern- 


throw down the altars and erect impiety. 
She does not ordain licentiouſneſs and terror. 


who have only th the name and miſerable mock- 


1 . 


Ff being in tranq 


llity, ä 


fion®? of ſeeing the condition of 


proved, who have no hope of a momentary : 
reprieve and ſafety, but in granting him a 


complete emancipation ? of ſeeing your ab- 


an hoſt of emigration, which can never re- 


. 


6 . as 


6890 
as a conſequence of Union ? of ſceing your 


repreſentatives dependent upon the imperial 


cabinet of the united realms, who have now 


in your repreſentative body one hundred and 


ſixteen placemen, with threeſcore and ten 
aſpirants of the law, and with all this 
a factious ariſtocracy, which outweighs | 


even your corrup ion? 


2 and your trade decline, whoſe induſtry 
i turned to the Teens“ o pres: and the 


and the au of men, 150 Mc o owe all 
your trade t to > Britiſh conſumption, and Britiſh | 


bounti 82 


To the catholics of Ireland, 1 think. 
Britain does not addreſs a leſs kind of leſs 


? of ſeeing your in- 


generous language. She does not tell them 


cc * You are incorrigible rebels, whom no 
time can ſoften, no kindneſs can ſubdue : I 
but ſhe invites them to ſuch an order, a as will 
N 5 comport 
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uſurpers of 


comport with kindneſs, and permit her, with- 
out cruelty to her colony, to place them on 


the ſame footing with the beſt and faithfulleſt 


of her ſi jects: as will melt and obliterate all 


memory, and rancour, all invidious diſtinc- 


tions, all civil and political difference. Of the 


candid catholic, I will aſk once more if he ex- 
- pects emancipation, and a full participation of 
power and ſituation from the colony? If he 


expects it from the united monſters that de- 
face his country, and haye ſworn that they 


will not accept emancipation? If he ex- 
pects the catholic republic from the atheiſt 


rance, who have overthrown the 
religion and the republic of their own coun- 


try, and overthrown every religion and every 


republic, whereyer their crimeg or their arms 


have led them 7 


K he expects emancipation from the par- 
liament of Dyblin, I will aſk him if a 
| handful | 


Fn 


| handful of men can emancipate a multitude ? 


If an armed regiment will liberate a difarmed 

hoſt ? It is a myſtery not very ptofound, that | 

: fear | is a coward, that weakneſs cannot con- 

| fide, and that i injury never pardons. 1 will tell 

: him plainly, the parliament of Ireland dares 

$ not to ſet him free. "It is the imperial par- 

f Jiament : : It i is the power, greatneſs, and ſu- 
periority of England which alone can break 
his chains, or contain him in the firſt tranſ- 

ports of liberty. It is the preponderance, 

the invulnerable greatneſs of England, which 
enables her to be generous, and permits her 
magnanimity. Wil he refuſe the boon at 
the end of ſix centuries of calamity, 'of 


fruitleſs ſtruggles, and tenacious oppreflion | ? 
Will he confirm and fortify the oath of re- 
prieved or expiring traitors; that it 1s not 
liberty, but! revenge, ànd plunder, and revo- 
lution, that he fights for? that it is the pro- 
421 and the blood of the Evglith ſettler 
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for which he thirſts? Will he give this cruel 


right, this active cauſe of tyranny to the 
Colony, after he has abjured the mercy and 
the interference of the metropolis ? 

Surely, for ourſelves at leaſt, it is more 


juſt and wiſe, that we ſhould affay to quench 


| theſe interminable quarrels, ane extinguiſh 


theſe ever-ſpringing evils, 1 in UNION.— 


| Surel y, as an experiment alone, it is better, | 


both for the ſettler and the native, than the 
-prolon gation of fo many crimes and cala- 
mites. —s truſt it will be tried, 2 


we dee 


rious arms ply bills of &oofiſcation 18 at- 


tainder—I truſt it will be tried, and that the 


act of Union will be an act alſo of amneſty 
and forgiveneſs, Since it is clear, de fatto, 


that our colony Is Kill dependent upon us, 
1 truſt we ſhall not aid nor permit her to 
repeat thoſe, acts with which ſhe has not 


3 185 bluſhed 


» 


& 


2H 


6 
bluſhed to reproach us.— ! truſt it will be 
tried, not only becauſe it is innocent and mer- 
ciful, but becauſe it is politic and wiſe. For 
confiſcation has been too often tried, and it 
has failed too often; but union is a new and 
| hopeful meaſure. In Scotland it has ſucceeded 
under other auſpices,: and triumphed over other 
| obſtacles. It was then a mere ſpeculation, but 
it now furniſhes experience: : it was there 
© choice, but here it is neceſſity. 1 ſay neceſ- 
ſity, becauſe the alternative that remains is 
ſuch as nature ſickens at, as humanity rejects, 
8 inſtinct flies from: becauſe it is rebellion, 
and military government; becauſe it is im- 
priſonment, and torture, and ſudden execu- 
tion; becauſe it is armed proſecutors and ju- 
ries of ſoldiers, ith their ſerjeants learned in 
the law; becauſe it is the curfew, and the paſſ- 
port- bill; becauſe it is invaſion, maſſacre, and 
rape, and pillage, and conflagration; - becauſe 
it is the wretchedeſt and moſt degrading con- 
dition of humanity, the moſtdiſguſting ſeries of 
miſery and | the blackeſt and moſt length- 
ened 
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I. wiſh to bring this point 
andy cleareſt it 
Dublin can emancipate the catholics, and 
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ened ſcene and proceſſion of crimes and ſuf- 


ferings that ever humbled or afflicted man ! 


It has been faid, that the colonial parlia- 


ment is able and reſolved to provide a re- 
medy for all theſe evils: that they have 


turned their eyes at laſt to the barbariſm of 
the people, and to the defects and dangers of 
their conſtitution. That they have diſcuſſed 
a regency- bill, and are preparing 4 national 
inſtitute for the education of the people. 
But when have they done fo? In March 
1799. After they Have rejected the union, 
they are at laſt ſenſible that ſomething is 15 
wanting to ſecure the Britiſh connexion, and 
to render the condition of the native toler- 
able: But are theſe remedies, or only c con- 
feſſions of the diſeaſe? what hope of a cure 
is tHere for him, who refuſes the ſpecific, and 
RD his chronic to palliatives and delay? 
to the moſt direct 
ue. If the parliament of 


thiggs emancipation prudent and ſecure under 


* 
Fs 
3 
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x * 


„ 
the preſent precarious connexion with treat . 
Britain; if the parliament of Dublin dares to 
admit the native to equal rights, and à parti- 

f cipation of the independent legiſlature, then 
let them reject the union, and try their own. 
expedient. But I conſider every man who 
does reject it, to ſtand in this dilemma, 
Either he muſt declare for: emancipation, or 
declare that he is contented with the preſent 
condition of his country. Either he muſt 
admit the immenſe majority of the Iriſh into 
the independent parhament, or he muſt prove, 

that the independent parliament 1 is competent 
and able to govern the immenſe unrepreſented 
majority, and does govern it, with tran- 
quillity, content, and ſucoeſs. But is it got 

both more prudent and more natural, for 
this independent parliament to melt into 2 
the imperial, than to receive the Catholic 
parliament ? Is not its independence more 
likely to ſarvive its fuſion with the Ft 
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Britain, than when its Peay are e chen to the 
1 Cathdlic 
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The Catholic enemy to the union I imagine 
to ſtand in another dilemma of equal diffi- 


culty. He muſt declare that he expects 


( 96) 


s Catholic majority, and its power divided with 
three millions of malcontents ? 


ſomething better than emancipation, or that 


quarter. 


he expects emancipation from a different 
And though he ſhould be aſhamed 


to make this criminal confeſſion, it will not 


ſentiments. 


the leſs reſult from his filence and affected 
_ neutrality ;—nay, it will not the leſs reſult. 
from the denial, or the diſbelief” of his own 


Unhappily for men, their paſ- 
ſions keep ſecrets from their heart, or their 


* 


Heart dares not reveal, or ſubmit them to the 
examination of the mind. 


After NS diſcuſſed ſo minutely the 
motives, intereſts, and relative ſituation of the 
colony and the catholic, it might be liable to 
miſconſtruction if I were to take no further 


notice than I have done incidentally, of thoſe 
clubs 


* 
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clubs and conſpiracies, and of that inviſible 
empire exerciſed in Ireland by means of fili- 
ation and correſpondence, and ſecret oaths, 
more particularly as theſe treaſons and dangers 
have reached our own ſtate,,, and pervaded to 
the very heart and metropolis of the empire. 
Yet I think a little reflexion will ſuffice to 
ſhew, that they are not entitled to much 
conſideration i in this place ; and that in re- 
ferring them to the general condition and 
calamity of Ireland, I have confined them to 
their proper ſituation and importance. For 
certainly the catholic and the colony, the 
native and the ſettler, are reſpectively entitled 
to our carg and protection. They are the 
matter of legiſlation, and the objects of 
policy and juſtice; they compoſe the civil 
ſtate. To reconcile thei kintereſts, to ad- 
juſt their differences, and to render them 
happy and contented with their condition, 
is the duty no leſs than it is the object of 
government. But what ſtate or form of go- 
: vernment can admit of jacobiniſm as an ele- 


O ment 


* 


_ 
— 


* RI — * — 
- — — —— — — 
— — — —— — — an — 


62 


— - — — 
— — 
=== 


>» - pe 


— — — — — En mg 
* — — — —— ——— — 


— FE — — — 
— 
— — 


— of 5 . — —— — 2 
3 = >” — = SEAS. ICD — —_— 
_ — . 
” — 


ec Toth zz 1 - Ee 


* 2 


ar "an 


5 


a —-—- — ùY——x— 
— —— — _ = - 


( 98 ) 


ment of its .conſtitution ? We blend demo- 
cracy; we blend nobility; we blend monar- 
chy. But to admit hoſtility to all govern- 


ment, and to every ſtate, to all power, and 


| crder, and authority, to every clafs 4 every 
form of the adminiſtration of human affairs, 


as a quality or component part of a regulated 


fociety ; or to admit the revolutionary princi- 


ple as we admit and regulate the three powers 
of which our conſtitution is com pounded, 


were of all errors the moſt fatal and unwiſe. 1 
have, therefore, thrown it out altogether, and 


F conſider it not as a limb, or part of the body 
politic, but as an ulcer and a plague. I 
think the jacobin will neither be contented 
nor ſubdued by the Union, nor in the defeat 
of the Union; ; but that he muſt be ſubdued 
by the execution of the laws, and hunted 
down by the magiſtrate wherever he is found. 


'To offer him a government who 1s the {worn 


enemy of governments; or conſtitution, who 
Hates all conftitutions : to admit into the ſtate 
the common conſpirator againſt every inſti- 


© "oF 


K 6 4 tiution 


1 

tution and every form, is to make peace with 
tygers, and treaties with Frenchmen. Whe- 
ther, therefore, there ſhall be union, or a 
prolongation of the preſent calamities, the 
United Iriſhmen will remain alike to be put 
down, or to be put out by the colonial parlia- 
ment, or r by the imperial. | 


In this point of view there is but one 
queſtion, —Which is the moſt powerful and | 
moſt likely to put him down ? and as that, 
which I confeſs appears to me (under the 
preſent circumſtances of both countries, and 
of all countries in the world) to be para- 
mount and pre- eminent above every other, 
J addreſs it with confidence neither to the 
colony nor to the catholic, but to both, and 
to every virtuous and reflecting mind of both 
perſuaſions, and in both kingdoms. 


3 London, April, 5 | 


1799. 
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